
Marker #: 7892 

Title: New Caney 

Index Name: New Caney 

Address: 

City: New Caney 

County: Montgomery, County ID: 170 

UTM Zone: 15 

UTM Zone East: 285531 

UTM Zone North: 3336238 

Code: cities and towns 

Year: 1984 

Recorded Texas Historic Landmark: False 

Local Description: US 59 S Frontage Rd., in front of Courthouse Annex 

Size of Marker: 27" x 42" 

Marker Text: Permanent settlement in what is now New Caney began in the 1860s. The area was 

first called Presswood for the pioneer family of Austin and Sarah (Waters) Presswood. The 

Presswoods came to Texas in 1862, purchased land in the area, and raised cattle on the open 

ranges. The family of John Wesley Robinson (1819-1903) also settled here in the 1860s and began 

farming, cattle raising, and cotton ginning operations. 

When the Houston, East and West Texas Railway line was laid through Montgomery County in 

the 1870s, the community became a shipping point for livestock. It then was known for many years 

as Caney Station, named for the dense cane brakes growing along nearby creeks. In 1882, when a 

post office was established, the name New Caney was adopted. 

Early industries in New Caney were confined chiefly to those that were necessary to carry on 

farming and cattle raising. As the timber industry began to flourish, however, mining props, used to 

support the earth along the side and roof of mining tunnels, were shipped out of New Caney. 

The settlement and early history of New Caney are important reminders of the rich heritage of this 

part of East Texas and Montgomery County. 

THC Atlas #: 5339007892 


